
 
STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL 
 
 
THE CONNECTICUT LIGHT AND POWER  :  DOCKET NO. 272 
COMPANY AND THE UNITED    : 
ILLUMINATING COMPANY APPLICATION  : 
FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL : 
COMPATIBILITY AND PUBLIC NEED FOR   : 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW 345-KV   : 
ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINE AND  : 
ASSOCIATED FACILITES BETWEEN THE   : 
SCOVILLE ROCK SWITCHING STATION IN : 
MIDDLETOWN AND THE NORWALK   : 
SUBSTATION IN NORWALK, INCLUDING   : 
THE RECONSTRUCTION OF PORTIONS  : 
OF EXISTING 115-KV AND 345 KV ELECTRIC  : 
TRANSMISSION LINES, THE CONSTRUCTION : 
OF BESECK SWITCHING STATION IN   : 
WALLINFORD, EAST DEVON SUBSTATION : 
IN MILFORD, AND SINGER SUBSTATION IN  : 
BRIDGEPORT, MODIFICATIONS AT    : 
SCOVILL ROCK SWITCHING STATION AND : 
NORWALK SUBSTATION, AND THE   : 
RECONFIGURATION OF CERTAIN   : 
INTERCONNECTIONS    :  MAY 25, 2004   
 
 

PRE-FILED COMMENTS/TESTIMONY OF THE CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 
IN RESPONSE TO PROPOSED ALTERNATIVE OVERHEAD ROUTE ALONG 

RAILROAD RIGHT OF WAY 
 
At the Connecticut Siting Council’s December 17, 2003 public hearing in Bridgeport on 
the proposed Middletown-To-Norwalk 345kV Transmission Line through the City of 
Bridgeport (“City”), Michael Nidoh, Director of Planning, provided testimony on behalf of 
Mayor John Fabrizi and the City in support of the proposal to route this power line 
underground through various city streets.  The City had been successfully working with 
the United Illuminating Company (“UI”) on several minor route changes for this 
underground power line as well as the proposed location for the substation in Bridgeport. 
 
All of the support that we received for this project was predicated on the fact that the 
power line would be buried underground as it traversed the city.  Subsequent 
discussions between the City, UI, and the property owner where the proposed substation 
was to be sited has resulted in a change to the proposed substation’s location that is 
equally acceptable to the City of Bridgeport. 



 2 

 
Recently, the City was informed of a proposal to change the Middletown-To-Norwalk 
345kV Transmission Line’s route through the city that would place these lines overhead 
along a route that roughly followed the elevated railroad tracks through the city.  I need 
to go on the record that the City of Bridgeport will vehemently oppose changing the way 
the 345kv line travels through the city (i.e. underground versus overhead) as well as the 
route (i.e. within the street Right of Way of Barnum Ave., etc. versus additional 
structures/poles along side of the railroad Right of Way through the City).  This City lent 
its complete support to both the original underground concept and route and we are now 
greatly concerned that at this late date, a new proposal has surfaced that incorporates 
everything that the City would not embrace with regard to this project for the following 
reasons: 
 
• The City considers the overhead wires along the railroad Right of Way to be an 

eyesore now.  The proposal to ADD another set of structures along this Right of Way 
that will greatly exceed the existing height of the railroad catenary towers is 
completely and totally unacceptable to the City of Bridgeport.  The proposed route 
will go through several residential neighborhoods, redevelopment areas and the 
city's downtown district as it traverses the city thereby creating a visual impediment 
to the City's extensive efforts to clean up Bridgeport’s image and enhance the 
landscape of the City. 

• As the elevated railroad tracks crossing the city are flanked for the most part by city 
roadways, the only place where these new structures can be located will be within 
the street's Right of Way.  The I-95 Project in Bridgeport has resulted in some 
support piers dropping down from the bridges overhead onto these roadways as 
they span the elevated railroad tracks.  They have infringed upon the drive path, 
creating a potential traffic hazard by requiring traffic to be pinched at these locations, 
and are they just plain unsightly.  The proposed structures sited every hundred feet 
or so, would create an unacceptable traffic risk throughout the city. 

• The proposed route that follows along the railroad Right of Way would impact current 
and proposed redevelopment and economic development projects in the City.  In the 
City's East End, the Seaview Avenue Industrial Park abuts this route.  Already, a 
new company is planning to construct a building of approximately 40,000 square feet 
next to this proposed route and other companies are in negotiations with the City for 
the remaining property.  However, these new towers (estimated to be in excess of 
120 feet high) would reverse the City's efforts to redevelop and attract industrial 
companies to locate in Bridgeport.   

• The City is actively working on the Seaview Avenue Corridor Project; a new modern 
north-south roadway linking approximately 1,000 acres of industrially zoned land 
along the corridor with the interstate system and our deepwater port.  The inclusion 
of these structures along the railroad and in the streets will greatly inhibit and add 
costs to our plans for this new roadway and the associated new viaduct necessary to 
link the north and south roadway segments. 

• At the former Father Panik Village site, the Bridgeport Housing Authority (“BHA”) is 
creating new housing opportunities right next to these proposed overhead lines.  The 
City is locating a dual campus elementary school campus on a portion of this site 
and both activities will be practically under these towers, which are approximately 
one hundred and twenty feet (120) in height. 



 3 

 
• Further down the line, these same towers will cut through the City’s downtown, 

which is the focus of the City's redevelopment efforts.  If the Agency re-routes the 
345KV lines as proposed, and places them overhead instead of underground, our 
new Intermodal Transportation Center will need to be re-designed and portions of it 
will possibly need to be relocated.  In addition, as our downtown area is relatively 
compact, these towers of approximately 120 feet in height will be seen throughout 
the area as an eyesore and a blight on the landscape of the City.  Since the I-95 
highway roughly follows the railroad from the downtown area westward, this "utility 
wall" will be visible to all who travel its length and this is not the image that the City of 
Bridgeport wants to convey. 

 
The City has been a strong supporter of the Middletown-to-Norwalk Power Line Project 
as originally proposed.  The underground concept and the proposed route through the 
City have been acceptable in every segment of government and within the 
neighborhoods of the City.  The City will vigorously oppose any proposals that would 
allow these 345kv lines to travel overhead within Bridgeport.  While we acknowledge 
Southwest Connecticut's need for electric power, we also need to protect the interests of 
State’s largest city and Bridgeport's interests WILL NOT BE SERVED BY THE 
PLACEMENT OF THESE POWER LINES OVERHEAD OR ALONG THE ROUTE NOW 
BEING PROPOSED!!! 
 
Responsible Witnesses: 
 
Mayor John M. Fabrizi   Michael Nidoh 
City of Bridgeport    Director of Planning 
999 Broad Street   City of Bridgeport 
Bridgeport, CT 06604   999 Broad Street 

Bridgeport, CT 06604 
 
 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
      Melanie J. Howlett 
      Associate City Attorney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated this 25th day of May 2004 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
The foregoing document was sent via first class postage pre-paid mail this 25th day of 
May to the following: 
 
Anthony M. Fitzgerald, Esq.  
Brian T. Henebry, Esq.  
Carmody & Torrance LLP  
50 Leavenworth Street  
PO Box 1110  
Waterbury, CT 06721  
 
Linda L. Randell, Esq.  
Bruce L. McDermott, Esq.  
Wiggin & Dana, LLP  
One Century Tower  
New Haven, CT 06508-1832  
  
Norwalk Association of Silvermine Homeowners  
c/o Leigh Grant  
99 Comstock Hill Road  
Norwalk, CT 06850   
 
Honorable Robert W. Megna  
State Representative  
97th District  
40 Foxon Hill Road, #54  
New Haven, CT 06513 
 
Honorable Al Adinolfi  
State Representative  
103rd District  
235 Sorghum Mill Drive  
Cheshire, CT 06410 
 
Eric Knapp, Esq.  
Branse & Willis, LLC  
41-C New London Turnpike  
Glen Lochen East  
Glastonbury, CT 06033-2038 
 
Julie Donaldson Kohler, Esq.  
Hurwitz & Sagarin, LLC  
147 North Broad Street  
Milford, CT 06460 
 
Janis M. Small, Esq.  
Town Attorney  
Wallingford Town Hall  
45 South Main Street  
Wallingford, CT 06492 
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Peter G. Boucher, Esq. 
Halloran & Sage, LLP 
225 Asylum Street 
Hartford, CT 06103 
 
Town of Westport 
C/o Ira W. Bloom, Esq. 
27 Imperial Avenue  
Westport, CT 06880 
 
Louis S. Ciccarello  
Corporation Counsel  
Norwalk City Hall  
P.O. Box 798  
Norwalk, CT 06856-0798  
 
Honorable Mary G. Fritz  
State Representative  
90th District  
43 Grove Street  
Yalesville, CT 06492  
 
David A. Ball, Esq.  
Cohen and Wolf, P.C.  
1115 Broad Street  
PO Box 1821 
Bridgeport, CT 06601-1821 
 
Deborah L. Moore, Esq.  
Legal Department  
City Hall  
142 East Main Street  
Meriden, CT 06450  
 
Michael C. Wertheimer  
Assistant Attorney General  
Office of the Attorney General  
10 Franklin Square  
New Britain, CT 06051  
 
Honorable Themis Klarides  
State Representative 114 District  
23 East Court  
Derby, CT 06418  
 
Lawrence J. Golden, Esq. 
Pullman & Comley, LLC  
90 State House 
Hartford, CT 06103-3702 
 
Anthony M. Macleod, Esq.  
Whitman Breed Abbott & Morgan LLC  
100 Field Point Road  
Greenwich, CT 06830 
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Arthur W. Gruhn, P.E.  
Chief Engineer  
Department of Transportation  
2800 Berlin Turnpike  
PO Box 317546  
Newington, CT 06131 
 
Honorable John E. Stripp  
State Representative – 135th District  
4 Scatacook Trail  
Weston, CT 06883  
 
Honorable Kenneth A. Flatto  
First Selectman  
Independence Hall  
725 Old Post Road  
Fairfield, CT 06824  
 
David A. Reif  
Jane K. Warren  
Joel B. Casey  
McCarter & English, LLP  
CityPlace I  
Hartford, CT 06103  
 
Monte E. Frank, Esq.  
Cohen and Wolf, P.C.  
158 Deer Hill Avenue  
Danbury, CT 06810 
 
Andrew W. Lord, Esq.  
Murtha Cullina LLP  
CityPlace I, 29th Floor  
185 Asylum Street  
Hartford, CT 06103  
 
Mitchell R. Goldblatt  
First Selectman  
Town of Orange  
617 Orange Center Road  
Orange, CT 06477 
 
Robert E. Earley  
Connecticut Business & Industry Assoc.  
350 Church Street  
Hartford, CT 06103 
 
Richard J. Buturla, Esq.  
Town Attorney  
Berchem, Moses & Devlin, PC  
75 Broad Street  
Milford, CT 06460  
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Joaquina Borges King  
Assistant Town Attorney  
Hamden Government Center  
2750 Dixwell Avenue  
Hamden, CT 06518  
 
Timothy P. Lynch  
Deputy City Attorney  
245 deKoven Drive  
PO Box 1300  
Middletown, CT 06457  
 
Honorable Derrylyn Gorski  
First Selectman  
Bethany Town Hall  
40 Peck Road  
Bethany, CT 06524  
 
Honorable Raymond Kalinowski  
State Representative  
100th District  
PO Box 391  
Durham, CT 06422  
 
Trish Bradley, President  
Ed Schwartz, Treasurer  
Communities for Responsible Energy,  
Phase II  
45 Ironwood Lane 
Durham, CT 06422  
 
Office of Consumer Counsel  
Bruce C. Johnson  
Litigation Attorney  
Ten Franklin Square  
New Britain, CT 06051 
 
William J. Kupinse, Jr.  
First Selectman  
Easton Town Hall  
225 Center Road  
PO Box 61  
Easton, CT 06612  
 
Honorable William A. Aniskovich  
State Senate - 12th District  
15 Grove Avenue  
Branford, CT 06405  
 
David J. Monz  
Updike, Kelly & Spellacy, P.C.  
One Century Tower 
265 Church Street  
New Haven, CT 06510  
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David R. Schaefer, Esq.  
Brenner Saltzman & Wallman, LLP  
271 Whitney Avenue  
New Haven, CT 06511  
 
Senator Joseph J. Crisco, Jr.  
17th District  
State Capitol  
Hartford, CT 06106  
 
Franco Chieffalo  
General Supervisor  
First District Water Department  
PO Box 27  
Norwalk, CT 06852  
 
Charles H. Walsh  
Assistant Attorney General  
55 Elm Street  
PO Box 120  
Hartford, CT 06141-0120  
 
Eileen M. Meskill  
Assistant Attorney General  
55 Elm Street  
PO Box 120  
Hartford, CT 06141-0120 
 
The Honorable Thomas P. Gaffey 
State Senate 
64-C Nutmeg Drive 
Meriden, CT 06451 
 
Dan Grasso 
Legislative Office Building 
Room 3400 
Hartford, CT 06106 
 
 
 
 
       _________________________ 

Melanie J. Howlett 


